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Celebrities Use Their Fame to Raise Awareness

ORTIA DE RoOssI. Paula
Poundstone. You recognize their
names. But did you know they’re part

of Alley Cat Allies” “I’'m an Alley Cat
Ally” campaign? They are, and so are
other popular celebrities, including
John Lehr from TBS’ “Ten Items or
Less,” Tania Gunadi from the Disney
XD channel’s “Aaron Stone,” Angela
Kinsey from NBC’s “The Office,”
Pauley Perrette from CBS’ “NCIS,” the
late Golden Girl Rue MclLanahan, and
Kind Green Planet founder and art
icon Mary and Peter Max.

These celebs are using their fame to
educate others about feral cats and to
invite others to join the movement to
protect cats’ lives. Through public
service announcements, they’re helping
others understand the issues and
showing that people from all walks of
life care for our nation’s cats. As their (and our) message spreads, the number
of people advocating on behalf of the cats will grow. That’s how outreach
works—it’s subtle, but powerful.

Portia de Rossi is an
“Alley Cat Ally.” Are you?

Lehr, one of the cavemen featured in GEICO commercials, jokes about his
relationship with feral cats: “As a feral human, | feel a deep connection with these
animals. Thank goodness some kind

person trapped, neutered, and returned

me back to Hollywood where | belong.

Let’s do the same for these kitties!”

Poundstone also knows that humor is
one of the best ways to educate and
motivate others. “Cats aren’t so swift
at family planning, and they don’t even
wait until they fall in love. Let’s help
humanely reduce the feral cat
population.”

Whether sentimental or silly, these
folks take their commitment to cats
seriously. And there are hundreds of
thousands of other cat lovers across
the country who are devoting their
time to care for these cats and

advocate on their behalf. Paula Poundstone shows

her commitment to the cats
with humor.

Are you one of those people?

By supporting Alley Cat Allies, you
already are. Make your dedication
public—and help us educate and inspire others—by joining our “I’m an Alley Cat
Ally” campaign.

It’s all about the cats. You know that. We know that. Now let the world know that.

Declare yourself an ally! Take the photo pledge at www.alleycat.org/
PhotoPledge or purchase “I’m an Alley Cat Ally” products at
www.alleycat.org/Shop.
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Concerned Activist Becomes Community’s Go-To Gal

ONNA HERMANN didn’t mean to
start anything.

But what began as a single kind act
grew into one of the most valuable
resources for cats in Centre County,
Pennsylvania. In 2005, bookkeeper
and self-described soccer mom Donna
Hermann helped get a number of cats
neutered and adopted when their
caregiver’s home was foreclosed.
Donna didn’t want the cats to end up
at the local shelter, where they would
likely be killed. The work was inspiring
and more cases kept popping up, so
within the year Donna and her
husband, Jim, officially established
The Hundred Cat Foundation.

Word got out about the new
organization, and by 2006 Donna was
getting what she refers to as “stray”
calls from people who needed help
with stray and feral cats. “I didn’t even
know what the word feral meant,”
Donna recalls. To fix that, she did
some online research and found Alley
Cat Allies’ website. It became, and still
is, her one-stop shop for information
on feral cats and Trap-Neuter-Return.
“It’s the place | go for resources.
Everything is there. There’s no reason
to look further.”

Eventually, The Hundred Cat
Foundation team grew from two to
four when cat-lovers Leslie Jackson
and Diane Kerly joined the Hermanns.
Both Leslie and Diane had experience
with TNR. Within just a few short
years, the organization became the
local resource for community
members who needed help with feral
cats. They joined Alley Cat Allies’ Feral
Friends Network—so when we get calls
from people looking for advice on
TNR in Donna’s area, we can refer
them to her. And Donna even
supported her local shelters when they
decided to stop accepting feral cats
into their facilities. Now, the SPCA

Alley Cat ACTION / Summer 2010

DONNA HERMANN

Leslie, Donna, Jim, and Diane
are the go-to gals (and guy!)
for feral cats in their county.

and other shelters in the county refer
feral cat calls to The Hundred Cat

Foundation, which then educates the
callers and helps neuter the cats and
return them to their outdoor homes.

In 2008, the three women attended a
speech by Alley Cat Allies president
Becky Robinson. Donna marks that
moment as a turning point: “[Seeing
Becky] made it bigger. Her passion
really comes across. We walked away
feeling like we could do way, way
more.”

That something more took the form of
a spay/neuter clinic. With expert
advice and help from veterinarians
experienced with high-volume clinics,
Donna found a space and opened the
clinic’s doors. At the first event, they
neutered 86 cats, and are proud to
report that in 2009, more than 600
cats were neutered. This work is so
valuable to the community that the
organization recently was awarded a
three-year, no-cost lease to operate a
clinic on the property of the Centre
Hall Branch of the state’s SPCA. This
new permanent clinic location will
allow The Hundred Cat Foundation to
neuter even more cats.

Donna’s story is a perfect example of
how just a few people can make a
huge difference for the cats in their

JASON PUTSCHE

community. By serving as a resource
for the people and cats, she and the
other members of The Hundred Cat
Foundation are ensuring that Centre
County’s cats get the sort of care that
they deserve—the kind that will
improve their lives.

And that’s what it’s all about.



continued from page 1

closely with the Humane Society of
Atlantic County (HSAC), Atlantic
City’s Health Department, and local
advocates, we spearheaded a project
to save the lives of the 200 cats who
called the boardwalk home. Soon, the
city had agreed to stop the catch and
kill policy, and Alley Cat Allies began
trapping and transporting local cats
to HSAC to be neutered. As TNR took
effect, births of new kittens gradually
ceased and the lives of the cats living
at the boardwalk improved.

Among those cats was Miss Piggy. By
the time the project began, Miss Piggy,
who was born on the boardwalk, was
already ten years old. She was a
healthy cat, just like most cats who
live outdoors, but she had spent years
of her life pregnant or nursing kittens.
The Boardwalk Cats Project was just
what Miss Piggy needed. She was
spayed, freeing her from the physically
exhausting cycle of breeding. And now
the city had agreed to protect the cats
of the boardwalk. Thanks to this
important project, she lived another
six years to the age of sixteen, enjoying
the sun and the sand of the Atlantic
City beach.

Lorraine is grateful for the cats and for
the ways that the Boardwalk Cats
Project helped them. “They are
beautiful and healthy and living good
lives. That’s what it’s all about. It’s a
great journey.” And her dedication to
the cats is obvious. In fact, her regular
visits to feed them weren’t even

SHERRIE BUZBY

The feral cats at the Atlantic
City Boardwalk are thriving
thanks to Lorraine and Paul
Dobransky, other dedicated

volunteers, city officials, and
Alley Cat Allies.

interrupted when she was diagnosed
with cancer. She simply made sure to
schedule her treatments for early in
the mornings, so that she could
continue to make those day trips into
Atlantic City.

Ten years later, the remaining cats are
thriving under the Boardwalk Cats
Project. It’s been possible because
Alley Cat Allies, the city, and the local
volunteers work together. While
Lorraine and her fellow caregivers feed
the cats, Alley Cat Allies devotes a

JASON PUTSCHE

part-time on-site staff coordinator,
Amanda Casazza, to help organize the
Boardwalk Cats Project and the Every
Kitty - Every City program in Atlantic
City. Amanda and the Alley Cat Allies’
team manage the schedule for the
volunteers, organize foster families
and adoptions for stray cats found
near the boardwalk, host regular
colony cleanup events, and pay for the
cost of spay/neuter services. These
efforts have earned the support of the
local government and even a number
of businesses, who help by promoting
the program and educating others.
And last but not least, people like you
from around the country make this
work possible by supporting Alley Cat
Allies.

This July, the Boardwalk Cats Project
celebrated its ten-year anniversary.
Alley Cat Allies’ staff, volunteers, city
officials, and other cat lovers gathered
for an afternoon on the boardwalk to
celebrate. Lorraine was honored for
her long-term commitment to the cats.

Though Miss Piggy has passed away,
Lorraine shares special relationships
with all of the cats and continues to
regularly volunteer to care for them
through the Boardwalk Cats Project.
To read a case study and watch a
video about these special cats and this
successful program, or to see any cats
available for adoption, visit
www.alleycat.org/BoardwalkCats
Project.
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JASON PUTSCHE

Here are just a few highlights of what people like you are doing to help cats:

Students at the Cummings
School of Veterinary Medicine
at Tufts University can take a
class called “Shelter Medicine.”
On the day devoted to learning
about feral cats, they watch
Alley Cat Allies’ videos on how
to trap feral cats and
techniques used in high-volume
spay/neuter clinics.

Erin of Ahimsa Haven in
Winchendon, Massachusetts,
turned to Alley Cat Allies for
support and, using our
information, successfully
trapped, neutered, and
returned all ten cats in a local
feral cat colony.

JASON PUTSCHE

Collette of Triple R Pets in
Chicago, lllinois, has begun
presenting our “Helping
Community Cats” workshops to
local residents in the southwest
suburbs.

D-C of Homeless Cat Helpers,
Inc., in Seaford, Delaware, has
expanded the group services to
include monthly spay/neuter
clinics that serve feral cats.

Over 30 cat advocates and
caregivers gathered for an
evening of “Cat Cat” in Chicago,
lllinois, to meet members of
Alley Cat Allies’ staff and others
working in their area, and to
share tips and ideas for
improving the lives of Chicago’s
cats.
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This is just a sampling of the admirable work that people across the nation—Ilike you—

ASON PUTSCHE

When the local humane society
terminated its support of a
successful Talbot County,
Maryland, TNR program, Patty
and a group of active volunteers
went into immediate action.
With the guidance of Alley Cat
Allies, they formed a new non-
profit to continue to serve the
feral cats and residents. Since
March, TomCat Solutions has
TNR’d over 75 cats.

After successfully TNR-ing
her own colony of cats, Judy
of Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, joined our Feral
Friends Network to help
others do the same.

do for cats every single day. Keep up the great work!
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PATTY MORGAN is deep in the
throes of planning a future with her
soon-to-be husband. And as she plans
for her own tomorrows, she’s also
thinking about the tomorrows of
America’s cats. To that end, Patty is
including the cats in her will by leaving
a bequest to Alley Cat Allies.

“I want to give all that | can. | know
that | can’t give it all away while I'm
still alive, but after I’'m gone, | want to
give it to the worthy cause of Alley Cat
Allies to support these beautiful
animals,” Patty explains.

A lifelong cat lover who shares her
home with five cats, Patty began
contributing to Alley Cat Allies in the
1990s. “I find [cats] so full of love. |
understand them and their behavior,”
she said.

Like many of us, Patty’s time is over-
scheduled, but she still wants to help.
“I can’t give my time, but I’'m happy to
give money.” By including a bequest to
us in her will, Patty is leaving a legacy
of protection and advocacy that will
make a difference for years after she is
gone. But we don’t have to wait to
recognize her commitment to the cats:
Patty’s bequest automatically makes
her a member of Alley Cat Allies’
Forget-Me-Not Society. This society is
our way of recognizing her dedication
and generosity.

Bequests are truly an easy way to show
you care. Because you won’t be
around to control what happens to
your money or belongings, estate
planning is a good idea no matter
what you leave behind. By including
Alley Cat Allies in your will, your
compassion will have far-reaching

JASON PUTSCHE

Although you should always
consult your own legal advisor
when wording your will, the
following wording could be used
as a guideline for leaving a
bequest:

“l give, devise, and bequeath to Alley
Cat Allies, Inc., a nonprofit
organization, federal tax
identification number 52-1742079,
7920 Norfolk Avenue, Suite 600,
Bethesda, MD 20814, (240) 482-
1980, the sum of $____ (or
describe the real or personal
property or portion of the
estate) to be used for its general
purposes.

effects. Even in your absence, your
money will ensure that we have the
necessary resources to continue our
important work on behalf of cats.

To request more information about
leaving a bequest, check the box on
the back of the enclosed reply form.
You can also visit us online at
www.alleycat.org/PlannedGiving, or
call us at 1-866-309-6207.

When You Give,
They Live.

Please accept my generous gift of:

I know my support helps promote life-saving methods and protect cats.

U $35 Q$50 Qs$100 Q%250 QU Other
I’d like to pay by: 1 Check [ MasterCard W Visa U Discover
|
CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXP. DATE i
SIGNATURE I
NAME
ADDRESS
cITy STATE ZIp
i HOME PHONE EMAIL
I Alley Cat Allies

7920 Norfolk Avenue, Suite 600 - Bethesda, MD 20814-2525
or donate online at www.alleycat.org/Donate
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CAT CARE FACT

Learn ahout Feral Cats: Making It Your Business

MARK BenBow didn’t know the
cats living in his neighbor’s shed
were feral. In fact, he didn’t know
what a feral cat was. “Don’t try to pet
‘em. | learned that the hard way,”
Mark recalls.

Mark took an interest in the four cats
last spring as he began to observe
their habits. He figured out who was
who: Boy Cat, Girl Cat, Mama Cat,
and the enigmatic Mystery Cat. Not
surprisingly, it was protective Mama
Cat who taught Mark his lesson about
petting feral cats.

Around the same time, his wife,
Annette, met an Alley Cat Allies staff
member at a community event and
learned a few tips for caring for feral
cats. She also learned why they are
better off left outdoors.

A self-proclaimed “dog person” who
knew very little about cats and their
behaviors, Mark knew he needed to
learn more. He sought out Alley Cat
Allies’ website, where he found lots of
useful information. After learning
enough to confirm that “his” cats

Alley Cat ACTION / Summer 2010

were feral, Mark borrowed traps and,
following our instructions, trapped,
neutered, and returned three of the
four. Mystery Cat remains elusive;
Mark is still trying to catch this sly
feline.

Mark knew that TNR was the best way
to improve the lives of his little colony.
Their days of fighting for mates are
over. Now, Mama Cat, Boy Cat, and
Girl Cat spend their days playing, lying
in the sun, and eating the food that
Mark generously sets out each
morning. As he prepares their meal in
his kitchen, the cats sit on his

Mama Cat is feral
and needs a different
kind of care.

windowsill, peering in. “Our little
choir will be sitting out there,” Mark
smiles fondly.

By educating himself on feral cat
behavior, Mark was able to make the
right choices to care for the group.
And they have rewarded him by
making themselves a part of his daily
life. Mama Cat follows Mark and
Annette when they walk their dogs
through the neighborhood, keeping
her watchful eye on her “people.”

Cats have co-existed with humans for thousands of years. And just like
humans, each cat is an individual. Learning to recognize the difference
between stray and feral cats helps avoid that natural reaction to want to

“rescue” every cat you come across.

The one choice you never want to make? Never take any cat to a shelter or
call animal control. If you see a stray, do what you can to take him in and

find a home for him. Use Trap-Neuter-Return to improve the lives of feral

cats. Your response to their needs will enhance their quality of life both

individually and as a colony.




Take
ACTION

Learning to recognize feral cat
behavior is easy. Cut out our
easy guide and keep it with
you to help identify the
difference between stray and
feral cats. Then, make sure
you take the next steps that
are right for that cat.

JASON PUTSCHE

Stray and Feral Cats: How to Tell the Difference

Whether you are a shelter worker, veterinarian, or feral cat advocate—or you just share your neighborhood with
feral cats—knowing how to determine a cat’s level of socialization will help you decide whether she is better off
returned to her outdoor home or adopted. Each cat will act differently in a variety of situations, so it’s important to
remember that these tips are just guidelines. Just one of these traits is probably not enough to draw a conclusion.
However, if a cat you don’t know approaches you or lets you touch her, she is definitely not feral.

STRAY FERAL

SOCIALIZATION TO HUMANS

May approach people, houses, porches, or cars Will not approach and will likely seek hiding places to
avoid people

SOCIALIZATION TO OTHER CATS

Will likely live alone, not be part of a group May belong to a colony
BODY LANGUAGE
Might walk and move like a housecat, such as walking May crawl, crouch, stay low to the ground, and
with tail up—a sign of friendliness protect body with tail
Will probably look at you, blink, or make eye contact Unlikely to make eye contact
VOCALIZATION
May be vocal, meow, or “answer” your voice Won’t meow, beg, or purr
PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Will probably be dirty or disheveled Will probably have a clean, well-kept coat
Will not have an eartip Will likely have an eartip if she has been neutered

as part of a TNR program




